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NEWS SENTINEL

BOE FORAILER M EWS SENTINEL

An arborist has delermined that 55 maple trees that line the Oak Ridae Turnpilee are slowly baing choked to death by thair roat sy=term and
should be removed. The state Department of Transportation is about to do so, spokesman Travis Brickey says.

Turnpike’s trees must go

Discovery of problem with
root svstem means maples
will fall for roadway widening

EY BOB FOWLER
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OAK RIDBE — [espite near-heroic efforts i
save them, the treas have o go

That's the reluctant conclusson imvolving
55 statehy old maple trees that Line 3 section of
Crak Ridge Turnpike that's being widened.

The state even shifted plans for a stretch of
the turnpike project six feet north ina bid to
sawe the maples.

The trees line a hali-mile stretch of the
gouth side of the tormpilee from its intersection
with West Vanderbilt Drive to near [linois
e,

They anean estirmated 45 0 50 vears old and
shade a pently sloping bank in front of apart-
mient buildings.

When work on the turnpike widening

began, the contractor placed orange plastic
femces around esch tree, showeasing the origi-
mal ingerl oo save them.

"W wanted bo save i many trees as pos
z1ble, but we knmar they were poing to be in
jeopardy,” said Tennessee Diepartmnent of
Transportation spokesman Travis Brickey.

YAkl e ku.-e;:{ L‘:-:lr'l'li.r'lH Bk o i i wea'pe
not taking the trees, we'ne going (o come
pretty dam close to them.”

When a need toshift a water line relocation
arose, TDOT let the city know it wanted to
take oul the trees.

The city in response paid for a last-dirch
study by an arbonst to see if the trees were in
oo shape.

Whike they look healthy, nearly all of the
trees ane slowly being choloed o desith by a gir-
dling root system, the tree expert concluded

That circular mesh of tightly wound and
woven roots either cuts off or restricts the
movement of nuirients and water within the
frees.

Mearly 60 percent of the trees need to be
removed immediately because they are a
“hazard potential” acoording vo Jim Cortese
ol Uit sk :‘_'.\."J_'\,'I'I.I ltst= Ine, of Enmoville,

Asudden, sharpwand out of the south conld
canse those trees to toppbe at amy time, Cortese
said Monday

When it comes io such .!illli..'l-'r'\i. *=iblie
sabety overtices idealistic efforts,” he sasd,

“Wie had no klea they were in such poor
health” Oiak Ridge City Engineer Steve Byrd
said of the trees.

Mans nor call for the trees 1o be rermonved
A% s00n as possible,

Byrd sand the state at first proposed build-
ing concrete retaiming walls infront of B of the
trees inits bid to save themn.

Moy, Byrd sadd, the city wants the stabe o
use money earmarked for that work for new
lamdscaping akong that area
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