
An ahnist hasde~bmhd-55 maple t&s that line m n e  Oak Ridge Turnpike are s%wry 

Turnp&e's trees must go 
P L_ Discovery of problem with began, the contractor placed orange pbstic Nearly percent of the trees need to be 

ikaesarcamdeach~ dmwahgtheorjgi- dmoved immediately because they are a raQt system means maples mtbem 'lxuard potential," according to Jim Cortese 
will fall for roadway widening 'We wanted to save as many trees as DOS- of cortex Ti-&Specialists Inc. of Knoxville. - 

BY BOB HmRER 
sible, but we knew they were going to 6e in ~Asudden.sharrpwindoutafthesouth& 

fowleti@knoxnewsxom jeopardy," said Tennessee Department of causethose~totoppleatanytke,Cortese 
'on spokesman'kavis Brickey. said Monday. 

OAK *osr - ~ e s ~ i t e  --heroic &om to - kept coming back to is if we're When it comes to such dangers, "public 
sam?them,thetreeshavetogo. not taking the trees, we're going to come safktydesidealistic &rts,"he said 

That's the reluctant conclusion involving pretty dam close to them" "We had no idea they were in such poor 
55 stately old maple trees that lirae a section of When a d  to shift awater line- Mth,'' Oak Ridge City Engineer Steve Byrd 
Oak Ridge 'lhmpike that's being wickmi arose, TDOT let the city know it wanted to said of the trees. 

The state even shifted plans for a stretch of take out the trees. Plansmrwcallforthetl.eestoberemoved 
the turnpike project six feet north in a bid to The city in response paid for a last-ditch as soonas possible. 
methe maples. s t u d y b y a n ~ t o s e e i f t h e t r e e s ~ i n  3yrdsaidtkstateat&plcoposedbuild- 

The trees line a half-mile stretch of the @shape. i n g ~ ~ w a l ? s i n ~ o f l b o f t h e  
southsideofthe~fromitsintersection Whilehyl&bealttry,nearlydofthe mesinitst6dtosavethem. ,N: 
withWestVanderbiltDriwtonear~1~ treesaxesbwfybeingt3wkdtoWbyagir- Maw,Byrcl&tbecityviraaasthe&akto 
A-. dlingrootsystem,tbetreeexpertcon&&d. usemo~earmarkedforthat:wo&i&new 

Theyareanestimated45to50~oldand Thatcircularmeshoftightlydand lmdscapmg&ngthatarea. 
shade a gently sloping bank in h n t  of apart- woven roots either cuts off or restricts the 
ment bddhgs. mavanentofnutr'lentsandwaterwithinthe BobFowlw,~Sent ine lAnderson~ 

When work nn the turnpike widening trees ed#wpaybe~atS6!54RliX7.5; 
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