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Frst adelgids bug into I(nox

Arborist finds W{_‘.lﬂlh lock woolly adelgid occurred
ast week when an arborist

insects in cients  gooted the tiny insects whil
hemlock trees downed trees for a
homemamer in Ezxst Knosville,
BY MORGAN SBMONS _Emmw‘mn-
ists Inc., said the hemiock

An exotic insect that feeds
on hemlock trees has spread
from its stronghold in Great
Smoeky Mountains National
Park onto private binds in East
wmamm

Enox County's first docu-
mented sighting of the hem-

weTe in a hemr-
|6eK tree on the THTET S
e CUSTOmE,

Thﬂ!hl;ﬂ;ﬁilkhw_ﬂliﬂi
uu]ﬁghﬁ“adma.ﬂd.“m

tres: appeared fairly healthy, so
I'd say it was the first season’
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Ththr_mhckumll?adel-
is B.I.'I.I'Ij’aﬂlhﬂ“he nsect
kills hemlock trees by
sucking the sap from the nee-
dles. A native of Asis, the hem-
lock woolly adelgid has been
in the United States since 1924,
and in the lazt 40 years it has
spread throughout hemlock
forests from southern New
England to Narth Carolina
The first hemlock woally

See BUG on AT

ADELGID WATCH

B Landowners should
look for the
conspicuols white
woolly wan that covers
the young adelgids as
ke gronw, Forestians
sugoest a check every
six muanths,

B L1.5. Forest Service
surveys found Infection
in 58 percent af Elount
County hemlocks, 31
percent of Sevier
County hernlocks, 15-
18 percant in Monros
and Cocke counties,
and 55 percent in
Carter and Johnson
counties.
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from Al

adelgd outbreak in the Smokies
was reported in 2002 just north
of Fontana Darm. the imsect
has spread to through-
oagt some of the most-visited ar-
eas of the park, including Cades
Cove, Greenbrier Cat-
alooches

While insecticides and aerial
mrq i are effective in treat-
i frees, foreters are

on another Asian import
the predator beetle to act
against hem-

Martha Sundequist State For-
est in Coclo o commbat

ks Bo mmmwﬂ

atm'ﬂt temda.tanewﬁu:i-
ity at the Unversity of Tennessee,
Outside the park, recent sur-
veys conducted by the 115, For-

est Service found trees m!ested

the way from Johnson County In
Mortheastern Tennessee to Molk
County along the Tennessee-

Bruce Kauffman, forest ento-
o for the Fogest Service,

along madside commidors that oom-
t:inedmﬂltui:ldtm
“Ti is amazing how fast the m-
sect appears o be moving right
o, E.a.uﬂtil:n gaid. “They're
mﬂlﬂ:lgﬂ! llkhﬁtmlll
from the thick hemJudr.mnds.
Ther:e in plaumm dom’t nor-

pﬂtﬂ:ttill‘l&hﬂ'l‘l-
||J-|:l:!£1JI‘H‘E‘]."Ed ruad:_'lﬂ

vier County, the infestation eate
was 3 percent. Monroe and Cocke
counties had infestation levels
of 15-18 percent, and in Johnson
aﬁ::muum

urpﬂltyrhgrmndmhuds With-
in a year the crown of the tree is

infested, and dieback of
nﬁﬁ%umﬂmmmﬂu—
in two years, progressing from the

baottom of the tree upward,

early stage.
He said the hemlock woolly
id appears to be o portions
of almost every county in East
Tennessee, and that private
landowners should check their
trees every six months and look
fior the conspiowous white wool-
grdrwrmﬂzmﬂd-
as they grow.
*The biggest right now
&5 that minst of this trees don't ook
shck" Kauffman said, "Until we
start seeing trees with dying
branches and no new shoots
growing, the average p fis ot
mtnnl:ltl.:e WO

Borgan Simmons may be
reached at 865-342-63FL




