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Work crews used a high-pressure “air knife” this
week to blow away dirt and grass from the roots of a
few sugar maples along the Oak Ridpge Turmpike
evaluating the health of the trees and judging the im
pact of a Iu"g awamed mad-wdening prosect on the
west end of the ity

The work will also help Rogers Caroup, the project
contractor, determine whene to locate wobtes on the
south side of the Turnpake, said Oak Ridge Chy Engi-
neer Steve Byrd,

Many trees along the Tumpike have been cut down
L] ||'|._:l:-:' LT r'm: e wider poad and associated wtili-
ties. Before the construction prodect started, state offi-
cials had agrecd to try to save 56 maple trees in front
of Rolling Hills Apartrents just west of linods Avenue,

The trees are marked off with orange construction
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Dave Leonard, o consulfing arborist from Kentucky, works on the remeoval of o mople iree root along Diak

Ridge Turnpike

This week, ,!LT‘-‘- e,
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Talled a Supersonic air
knife — o “slice through
the ground  aroLInd a2 sam
ple of fe rees, Though it
Blorws Oul SUpSrsomc ar
the Sfoot-long aluminum
air knife does not hurt
roods. saad ¢ ||.".'-1.||'.i.|'|g_ af
barist Dave Leonard, of
Lexington, Ky

On Tuesday morning
Cortese, weanng a face
shield and ear plugs
uncovered the roos of
at least one tree that
nepds to be cut down
and removed.

‘Look how rotten that
is,” sand Leonard, a root
expert who pointed out
a type of decay called
hypoeeylon canker.
said the tree

roots that were

Cortese
had
girdling, meaning the
roois had inmally growen
arpund the tree m a ar
cular fashion and are
now killing the tree

It literafly has choked
self " Comese said

Bust the master arborist
said he 50t condemning
the trees. Instead, he is

SraH r..._:.,,. Sanht

m_g%eﬁ laft, of Cortese Tree Specialists shows a maple tree roct 1o Steve
Byrd, Oak Kidge city engineer

giving the city a report
on their health-and hife
expectancy

The report, which
could cost an estrmated
51,800, 5 due hune 1
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the widened Tumpike w
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Cortese said a side
witlk will kill rooes

It isn't yet clear what
effect his repont might

have on the Tennessee
artment of Trans
road-widen
n Dak Ridge
The two-year propect will
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