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Save stately oaks by watching for 'wetwood' 

variable dry, hot days and days - 
almost weeks - of constant rain, 

.have wrought havoc among our 
magnificent hardwood trees - 
especially mature white oaks. 

Several callers have reported that 
their beautiful oak trees are af- 
flicted with some kind of disease; 
others blame the damage on insects 
they find clustered around wet, 
d a m a g a d  b a r k .  Indeed ,  a l l  
authorities in the field of dendrology 
with whom I have consulted agree 
that it is almost epidemic among our 
deciduous hardwoods, chiefly the 
oaks, but also some maples, elms, 
poplar and sycamore trees. 

The affliction is an infection by the 
bacterium, Erwinis nemitressuralis 
(don't try to remember it), ac- 
cording to Joe Hall, Anderson Coun- 
ty Extension Agent. It enters the 
tree through cracks in the bark, 
somewhat like bacteria enter our 
human system when the skin is 
punctured or broken. 

When first I saw such an injured 
oak, the lesions looked like a canker, 
swollen and disfigured; giant sores 
at the base of the tree. Each "sore" 
was alive with yellow jackets and 
other small insects. But it was not 
they who were inflicting the 
damage; the insects were flocking to 
the tree to partake of the apparently 
sweet viscous liquid oozing frnm thp 
afflicted tree trunk. 

Kisha checks out the antibiotic treatment, while her owner, Iris Lay, 
looks on and hopes for the best results. I - 
This conditioi is not one to trust to bark and flow down in a "slim, 

I amateurs. When Iris Lay of Clinton 
spotted two of her many splended 
old white oaks displaying these 
symptons, she called Cortese (cor- 
tayl-sa) Tree Specialists in Knox- 
ville, members of the National Ar- 
borist Association. Jim Cortese also 
diagnosed the trouble as  being the 
"wetwood" disease. He encircled 
the base of the trees with small 
white vials of antibiotics. 

John B. Sharp, Univer"sity of Ten- 
nessee extension forestry specialist, 
says that this disease most often oc- 
curs in shady places. He does not 
recommend any specific treatment, 

flux". 
Hall recommends drilling holes ir 

the bark to relieve the pressure, wit1 
a pipe in a drain hole and containe 
to collect the flux. 

Apparently all authorities agrec 
on the cause being extremes of dr! 
and wet weather. If, however, thc 
wetwood disease is allowed to per 
sist and spread through the tree, i 
can kill the cambium layer an( 
eventually the  t r ee ,  so ,  dc 
S ~ ~ ~ H I N G !  As for thct%aFmrn, 
why not try all three methods for tri- 
ple insurance? 

--- 
except chiselling out the damaged 
tissue thoroughly and letting the 
area dry, then washing the wounds 
with a multipurpose fungicide, and 
applying a tree wound dressing. 

Sharp concludes, "If wetwood is 
allowed to persist, it may spread so 
extensively that it girdles the tree. 
Affected trees should be treated and 
fertilized to improve general vigor 
of the tree." 

--- 
Joe Hall has had many calls about 

stricken oaks, with symptoms soun- 
ding much like the wetwood disease. 
He says the extremes of weather can 
cause stress in the trees, with inter- 
nal sap pressure. Yeast and bacteria 
invade, seep out in cracks in the 

erUpti0ns of "wetwood diseasev LUI a pn 
mptly.The light spots on the trunk of the tree at  the ba.w indipate th 
disease. 


