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Save stately oaks by watching for ‘wetwood'

By RUTH MOORE _

These are the times thal Lry &
(gardeners') souls! Each year the
weather seems .
bt oabdo itself
in adveniuring
with new and
capricious
weather pat-
terns. This
year Pluvius
hazs outdone
himself, br-
inging us One
of the wettest
or driest, col- &= -
dest or hottest
planting seasons for many years.

Mol anly were many ganrdeners
unable to gei thelr cool weather
vegetable seed and plants in the |
garden (unless they took advantage
of the few days in late February
when the ground was in suitable con- §
ditbony, but the alternate spells of
dry weather or constant rain and
thunderstorms caused many seeds
bor o in Uhe ground.

Even more disastrous, the = )
variable dry, bot days and days — Kisha checks out the antibiotic treatment, while her owner, Iris Lay,
glmost weeks — of constant rain, looks an and kopes for the best results,
have wrought hawoc among our
magnificest hardwoeod frees —
especially mature white oaks. This condition 1= not one to trust to bark and flow down in a “slime
Several callers have reported that  amateurs. When Iris Lay of Clinton  fhux.
their beawtiful oak trees are af-  spolled two of her many splended Hall recommends drilling hales in
flicted with some kind of disease; old white oaks displaying these thebark to relieve the pressure, with
athers blame the damage on insects  gympions, she called Cortese (cor- & pipe in a drain hole and contaimes
they fimd clostered around wel, fay*sa) Tree Specialists in Koox-  tocollect the fux.
damagad bark. Indeed, all wville, members of the National Ar- Apparently all authorities agree
authorities in the field of dendrology  borisd Association. Jim Cortese also  on the cause being extremes of dey
with whom [ have consulted agree  diagnosed the troubbe as being the  and wel weather, 1, however, the
that it is almaost epidemic among our  “wetwood” disease. He encircled wetwood disease is allowed to per-
decidusns hardwoods, chiefly the  (he base of the trees with small  sist and spread through the tree, it
oalks, but alse some maples, elms,  white vials of antibiotics. can kill the cambium layer and
poplar and sycamore Lrees. Johm B. Sharp, Unlversity of Ten- eventually the tree, 50, do
The affliction ks an infection by the  nessee extension forestry specialist. SOMETHING! As for the treatment,
bacterium, Erwinis nemitressuralis zays thal this disease most often oc- why nod try all thres meethods for LFl-
{don’t try to remember il}, ac- curs in shady places. He does nol e insurance”
cording to Joe Hall, Anderson Coun-  recommend any specific treatment,
ty Extension Agent. It enters the except chiselling out the
tree theough cracks in the bark, fissue thoroughly and letting (he
somewhil like bacterla enter our area dry, then washing the wounds
homan system when the skin 18 with & multipurpose fungicide, and
punctured or broken. applying a tree wousd dressing,
When first T saw such an injured  Sharp concludes, 11 wetwood is
aak, the lezions looked like a canker, allowed to persist. It may spread so
swollen and disfigured; giant sores extensively that it girdles the tree.
at the base of [he [ree. Each “sore"' 1’;[[&1:_1:-&1! treps shoubd be Lrealed armi
was alive with yellow jackets and fertilized lo improve general vigor
other small insects. But it was |1|:'l:|n'r of the tree,
w inflicting the R
flha;{ag;hl;e 1“:;:“ mﬂHEhﬂlﬂ Joe Hall hos had many calls abdaut
the tree to partake of the apparently  Stricken oaks, with symploms soun-
sweet viscous liquid cozing from the  @i0@ much like the wetwood disease.
afflictad tres trumk He says the extremes of weather can
cause stress in the trees, with inler-
nal sap pressure. Yeust and bacteria
invawide, seep out in cracks in the

A 51,7

These eruptions of “wetwood disease” can kill ltn.-::lin
iraated
mptly, The light spots on the trunk of the tree al the base lndil:lhpl:



